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NUMB. XXX, 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued TuEsSDAYS and FRIDAYS, 





They add Spirit, to Youth ; renew Pleafure, in Age: teach Profpe- 
rity, to fhine : and lend Comfort, and Forgetfulnefs, to MISERY. 


Tuy, of the Mufes. 





FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21. 1735. 





Seige, zifters becoming a fafhionable 
cum Sam en Subject of Difcourfe, I am al- 
moft inclinable to join in with 
the Cry; and give it openly, as 
the Prompter’s Opinion, that they 
have committed Blunders with- 
out Number, and will continue 
to blunder on, without Penitence. ' 





Ir has, I am fure, been Oxe of their Blunders, 


- and falls, moft naturally,- under Cenfure of a 


PRoMPTER, that, difregardful of the Ufe, and the 
Confequence, of a Theatre, They left its Direction, 
and Management, in tie Hands of Mercezary Un- 
dertakers, who, having no Purpofe but Gaiz, and 
finding it their INTEREST, to humour, not correc, 
the Extravagances of Publick Tafte, cou’d never 
be expected to act, with a View to any thing above 
Avarice, or Wantonnefs. 


Burt, not being enough acquainted with the Wir 


of Any Minifter, of the prefext Age, to determine 
for, or againft, his Skill, in Dramatic Influence: I 


will only venture to be pofitive, that fhould there 
be wo true Feeling, this Way, among the State- 
Managers, who now, think, for Europe, There is, 
notwith{tanding, as much, as was ever yet known, 
in Chriftendom. 


Nosopy can be fuppofed ignorant, that in our 
own, and our Neighbour-Nation, have been feen 
Minifters, {0 far Friends to the Stage, as to diftin- 
guith it, by their Comntemance, and Protection, againft 
the morofe and gloomy Miftakes of its Enemies. — 
But They feem to have confider’d it, in too narrow 
a Light, as a gay, and, perhaps, inftructive, 4mu/e- 
ment only : —- Whereas (unlefs, like other Lovers, 
Yam made biizd, by the Beauty I am fond of ) The 
Greateft, and moft Natiozal, Advantages, with Re- 
fpect to the Spirits of a People, or the Security of 
an Adminiftration, might be deriv’d, with the moft 
Lafting Impreffions, from the Influence of the 
Theatre, feafonably, and delicately, direfed. 


ExaMPLes cannot be wanting, to how extenfive 
a Degree it is in the Power even of written Argu- 


felves : but warm, and kindle into, the 


ment, Which is no more than a kind of Dumb 
Oratory, to prevail, and perfuade; — to imprint, 
and fupport, Odum; — to inflame, and direct, Pa/- 
fions; to refitt, and efface, Truth: — But, how 
fhort are the Effects of Arguments, which muft be 
Read, when we compare them with the glowing 
Confequences of a /peaking, and sranlportings Elo- 
quence ! — What Initances does not Hiftory abound 
with, of the Triumphs ,of perfuafive Orators | —. 
What Popular Futy has not been rais’d, and ap- 
pea’d! What Viftuesinot txculcated! What Vice 
not cover’d, and defemded,-by the Art of 2 power- 
ful Speaker, working on the Paffiozs of his Hear~ 
ers ! , 


YET; how faint is all this Power; when we weigh 
it againft the Streagth of the Sr ace. — Theré, 
That Reafoz, which was read but with a cold Cow- 
fent, wounds, animates, and compells us. There we 
ftamp, not on our Memory only, but on our Heart, 
Ideas; which make their Way with the Paffions. — 
There, That Argument, to which the ORATOR lent 
but Voice, gathers Life, and Exiftence, from the 
Actor. — We are ho longer in Poffeffion of our- 
efemblance 
of the Character. — We borrow Fortitude from the 
Firm; and tranfplant into our future Pradtice, the 
Fidelity of the Loya/.— We grow tender, with the 
Compaffionate ; and generous, with the Grateful, — 
Where, out nobleft Senrinfents begin with our 


‘Pleafure, they enlarge, afd thdintain themfelves, 


with our Rea/on, — We are taught, without Learn- 
ing ; become polith’d, without Travel; find out- 
felves humaniz’d, without Safférimgs: and rife, in- 
fenfibly, by one and the fame Progrefs, into Life, 
and its Refinements. ° | 


I wAvE been defcribing the Stage not as it és, 
but, as it might be, at thé Pleafuré Of a Great Princé, 
or his Minifter. — 


A THovusann Wretches, who, their natural 
Difpofition, had‘ been capable of fel/iag their Coun- 
try, for the fimalleft Addition to their particular 
Fortune, or Figure in Life, have been a/bam’d not 
ta feem touch’d, with Sentiments, which they per- 
ceiv'd to be Popular: till, at length, they have bor- 


rowd, from Habit, the Patriotifm they wou’d have 
laugh’d 





laugh’d at, by Nature ; and felt, or believ’'d they 
felt, the Tranfports of a Publick Spirit, while they 
applauded, with the Crowd, thefe favourite Excla- 


mations of Cato ; 


“ Ob Liberty! Of Virtue! —Ob! my CouNTRY! 


It is obvious, on the other hand, that there is 
a fcandalous Reverfe to this Medal ; and, that the 
proftituted Mifufe of our Theatres, has taught Thou- 
fands, in its Turn, to form their Tafte alfo, on 
Dramatic Examples. — The unfertile Imagination 
of many a willing Wife has been charitably help’d 
to Expedients, forscompleating a Purpofe, fhe might 
have been puzzled to bring about, but for the Light 
fhe deriv’d from a Comedy. — The hopeful young 
Heir of fome Family, which expected its Recovery 
from a Mortgage, or other Dittrefs, by the happy 
Effects of his marrying, with Difcretion, had pro- 
bably been at a Lofs for Heroic Arguments, to 
juftify his Match with fome Commoner of the Town, 
if He had not been inftruged to prove, in the lof- 
tieft, and moft elegant,. Némbers, that were ALL 
to be given up, for Love, the WoRLD wou'd be 
Loft NoBLY. — 


METHINKs, fince Every Body’s Experience may 
convince him, that the Firff, and livelieft Impref- 
fions, are received from the Stage, It ought to be 
the Task of Thofe, who affume the Care of the 
Publick, to turn this Influence its proper Way, and 
dire it toward Honour, and Modefty. 


Were I under the Misfortune of having diftin- 
guifh’d myfelf, into the Danger of being punifh’d 
with Power, I fhou’d “ff no Mercenaries, to repel 
the Affaults of my Enemies. — I fhou’d truft my 
Defence to the Poets, and the Theatres. — I fhou’d 
expect to weaken Faéfion, by ennobling Plea/ure, 
till ic deferv’d to be confider’d as a Bufine/s: and, 
when it came to 4e fo confider’d, I fhou’d think it 
no Difficulty, to infpire the Growing Generation, 
with the quieteft, and moft generous Sentiments. 


In fuch a Situation, I might, perhaps, believe it 
neceffary, to begin the Reformation of the Stage, 
at its Name. — I fhou’d be apt to confider Pay, 
as a Word, too /ight for its Meaning: and con- 
clude, that 4¢for wou’d convey a nobler, and more 
ferious, Idea, than PLAYER; and Theatre, than 
Piay-Hovse. 


WueENn I lookd round me in fome paffionate 
Scene, and obferv’d the Sons of our nobleft Fami- 
lies, either inattentive to the Bufinefs of the Stage, 
unpierc’d by the moft moving Diftreffes, or turning 
into Ridicule the moft delicate Touches of Nature, 
I fhou’d throw forward my Pity to the next Gene- 
ration: and awaken my Care to prevent, a Dege- 
neracy, that might be imputed to my Ignorance. 


But, when I remark’d, that thefe fame departed 
Spirits of Nobility, which had appear’d, with fo 
ghaftly a Stupidity, during the Reprefentation of 
Reafon, and Pajffiox, became mew Things in a Mo- 
ment, and broke out into Rapture, and Ecftacy, at 
the Shrug of a dumb Fool, in Patch-work, or at the 
Spring of a light-heel’d Damcer, I fhou’d tremble 
at the Apprehenfion, how Eafy it might be found, 
for FacTion to miflead the Blindue/s of fuch iil. 
judging Patriots, to miftake me into an Enemy of my 
Country. 


Ir I allowd myfelf Leifure to look back upon 
paft Ages, and examin’d into the Cau/es, which in- 
duc’d the Brighte/t among the Grecian Republicks, 
to keep the Stage in the Hands of the Magi/trate, 
and encourage Tragedy, and Solemnity of Scene, by 
an Expence, that almoft equall’d a General Excife 
upon the Subject, I fhould be apt to derive its Rea-~ 
fon from a Number of divided Particulars ; among 
which I fhou’d be fure to diftinguifh the Diver- 
SION, this way given, to the active Inquifition of 
Liberty : and the neceflary Inflammation it convey’d 
to the Heart, and Elevation, to the Genius, of a 
People immerg’d in TRADE, and imbibing Prin- 
ciples too felfi/b, and marrow, (without the Spur of 
fuch Publick Excitement) to ftretch their Regard, 
to the Common Intereft of their Country. 


Ir I remark’d, at the firft Reprefentation of a 
new Tragedy, or Comedy, introduc’d, without Ca- 
bal, that there was Merit, either not underftood, or 
Jneakingly, and filently, approv'd, from a mean, and 
unmanly, Fear, of not falling in with the Common 
Opinion, I fhou’d think myfelf under an Obligation 
of convincing the World, that I &vew Good Senfe, 
when [heard it ; and cou’d point out, and pro- 
tect, Genius, without waiting, till it /effewd my In- 
fruence, by the Flattery it made ufe of, to bribe 
me. 





Au thefe Things, I fhou’d imagine very con 
fiftent with the Cares of a State; and fo far from 
being inconfiderable Amufements, or the empty 
Adornments of Lei/ure, that I fhou’d expect Con- 
fequences of the moft ferious Nature, from the 
Growth of Theatrical Energy. For, whatever has 
been faid, in Favour of an wmpoetical BURLEIGH, 
with Regard to his Dry Solidity, [ cou’d never form 
a pleafing Idea of That Kind of Wifdom, in a 
Statefman, where Wit had no Part in the Cha- 
racter. 


Ir is poffible, however, that Thofe Miniffers, 
who, by ftanding higher than others, ought alfo to 
fee farther, may have had a D-figz in appearing 
Dull, (as a facetious noe Le of mine had). — If 
fo, I fubmit, in all humble Refignation, to the Cen- 
fure I have beffow’d , and fhall defire, that when- 
vever the Candid Reader, henceforth, obferves a 
B, in Ambufh, at the Bottom of a Prompter, He 
will take it for granted, that I plac’d it there, on 
Purpofe to fignify BLUNDERER. 





Printed for T. Cooper, at the G/obe in Pater-nofter Row: Where Letters to 
the AuTHoR are taken ip. And where the former Numbers may be had. 
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